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DISTINGUISHED FACULTY SERIES BEGINS AT UM
MISSOULA—
Mehrdad Kia, University of Montana professor of Middle Eastern and Central Asian
history, will present the first installment of the Provost’s Distinguished Faculty Series at UM.
The series, which is free and open to the public, will feature a presentation or
performance by a UM faculty member each semester.
"The series is an opportunity to celebrate the outstanding quality of our faculty and
express our appreciation to them," said UM Provost Lois Muir.
Kia will present a lecture, "Islam and the West," at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 17, in
the University Theatre, located next to the Fine Arts Building on campus.
In his presentation, Kia will explore the origins of Islamic religion and culture and
identify issues and themes that have characterized and defined the relationship between the
Islamic world and the West since the beginning of the 20th century. He also will speak about
the latest developments in the Middle East and Central Asia, including an up-to-date
assessment of the war in Afghanistan.
Kia received his doctoral degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1986.
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He then taught at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Cornell College before coming to
UM in 1989. At UM Kia has developed the University’s foundational courses on the history
and modern politics of the Islamic world. He has written extensively about the history of Iran,
Turkey, Central Asia and the Arab world. Kia was named the 2000 Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching and Council for Advancement and Support of Education
Professor of the Year.
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